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The protection of cultural heritage today
is far more than a cultural issue: this has
become a humanitarian imperative, and
a security issue.

UNESCO’s Former Director-General
Irina Bokova

The human rights system is often viewed
hierarchically by theorists and human rights
organizations, where political, civic, social,
and economic rights are given precedence
over cultural rights, particularly in conflict
zones and post-war nations where the
right to life is in jeopardy. This holds true
in Armenia and the surrounding region.
Hence, the "ZINEadadar" project's conclusive
publication aims to reestablish a platform
for discussing cultural rights, with a
particular emphasis on women's experiences
in this challenging context.
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Traditionally, wars have been declared and
prosecuted by men. Therefore, through this
project, we seek to explore how women's
experiences and wisdom can enrich the
development and widespread acceptance
of peace-oriented discourses. Our project's
slogan, "Women Declare a Truce," eloquently
encapsulates this ideology. This initiative
led to the creation of bilingual zines (in
Armenian and English) and the launch of
a podcast series bearing the same name.
Initially, our project focused on cultural and
social rights, and this booklet specifically
delves into the complex interplay of
conflicts, wars, and human rights.

Over the past year, the "ZINEadadar" research
project has meticulously examined women's
experiences within the context of regional
wars and conflicts, shedding light on
narratives often marginalized in patriarchal
and militarized societies. Throughout this
duration, the Cultural and Social Narratives
Laboratory team has produced a series of
compact publications in the form of zines.
These zines blend the firsthand accounts
of women with diverse backgrounds and
war experiences, alongside analyses from
experts and researchers. In addition to the
zines, our two-season "ZINEadadar" podcast
endeavors to craft alternative narratives,
countering the prevailing narratives imposed
on the wider public. It also seeks to enrich
discussions surrounding critical issues such
as mass forced displacement, resulting
from war, migration, vision for peace, and,
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notably, the pivotal role of culture in healing,
understanding, and reflecting upon reality.
The creation of fresh discourses pertaining
to these subjects is equally paramount to
the project’s mission.

Capturing women's experiences within the
context of wars and conflicts is both
essential and challenging. On our path to
translating the struggle for survival into
powerful testimony, we opted for in-depth
interviews as our method of choice, aiming
to sensitively convey the emotional facets of
these experiences. Our decision was driven
by the intent to amplify women's voices in
the most unfiltered manner possible. Within
the framework of this project, the Cultural
and Social Narratives Laboratory team
conducted interviews with approximately
thirty women from different countries
(Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, Ukraine). Some
of these compelling stories have found
their way into the pages of "ZINEadadar"
zines, while the remainder will serve as
a foundation for forthcoming analyses
and research endeavors. Throughout this
journey, we've had numerous opportunities
to discuss the research's progress and
outcomes. We've engaged in diverse
meetings and discussions across various
countries and communities, and we've
proudly unveiled editions of our zines.
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Within academic circles, achieving a consensus
regarding the root causes of contemporary
conflicts and wars remains elusive. These
factors span a spectrum, including economic
interests veiled by conflicting national
identities and cultures, power struggles,
political and/or religious discord, territorial
disputes, and various manifestations
of material interests. Regardless of the
specific trigger, it is imperative to recognize
the pivotal role that cultural rights and
processes play in comprehending and
dissecting these multifaceted dynamics.

The term "cultural rights" may lead one to believe
that these rights are exclusively relevant to
artists and cultural figures, they are, in fact,
applicable to all individuals. In accordance
with UNESCO's 2005 Convention on the
Protection and Promotion of the Diversity
of Cultural Expressions, cultural rights
encompass the right to participate in cultural
life, access the benefits of scientific progress
and its applications, access education and
safeguard authorship interests.

Embracing the United Nations' principle that
human rights are universal, indivisible,
interconnected, and interactive, this last
publication underscores the realization of
cultural rights as a significant instrument
in preventing armed conflicts or mitigating
their consequences.

In the aftermath of wars, amidst widespread
shock and demoralization, cultural rights
possess a priceless potential to help
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overcome present traumas, foster (self)
reconciliation, unify a society composed of
diverse identities, reevaluate educational
and cultural policies, and establish a

fresh platform for critical reflection and
reinterpretation. The emphasis, protection,
and realization of cultural rights can
empower society, particularly vulnerable
groups, enabling them to articulate their
needs effectively and engage actively in
decision-making processes. Amidst the
backdrop of escalating hate speech and the
proliferation of divisive lines within society,
cultural rights can serve as a conduit to
bridge various social groups and individuals
with different gender identities, offering

a peaceful avenue to express pain and
disagreements. Furthermore, the framework
of cultural rights provides a unique and
practical language through which society
can hold state agencies and international
organizations accountable in cases of rights
violations.

This booklet is released during a critical time
when, just a few hundred kilometers away
in Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh, over 120,000
Armenian civilians have been enduring an
ongoing blockade imposed by Azerbaijan
for more than 8 months. The Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, spanning nearly three
decades, remains unresolved, while the
war in Ukraine persists without a clear
conclusion, leaving the region still yearning
for a stable and lasting peace.
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The escalating humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh, which has not only deprived
thousands of children of education but
also halted the operations of cultural
and scientific institutions, has evoked
a spectrum of responses in Armenia.
These range from profound indifference
to vehemently expressed anger. Hence,
it becomes imperative for us to spotlight
the discourse on cultural rights, elevating
it from the overshadowing veil of war-
related discourses. We must recognize
cultural rights as a vital prerequisite for the
fulfillment of all other human rights.

This last release of "ZINEadadar" project is a
compilation of six women's narratives,
expert insights and experiences. These
women articulate the primary hurdles
obstructing the realization of cultural
rights within the Armenian context
while illuminating potential pathways to
surmount these challenges. This publication
delves deeply into the enduring impact of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and ongoing
warfare, investigating their continuous
effects on the organization of education,
the advancement of scientific endeavors,
memory politics, gender dynamics, cultural
vibrancy, and the exercise of artists' rights
in both Armenia and Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh. Through comprehensive
interviews and expert insights, we've
sought to uncover reflections to these
and numerous other issues, shedding light
on the multifaceted political, social, legal,
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and emotional dimensions of the current
complex circumstances.

The threads of continuity in everyday life
culture, access to cultural engagement and
education, active involvement in scientific
endeavors, the preservation of strong
bonds to one's homeland, the freedom to
move without constraint, the perpetuation
of family, social, and local memories,
the unrestricted expression of linguistic
identity, and the aspiration for a dignified
life free from violence and aggression—all
of these themes reverberated consistently
throughout the interviews we conducted
within the framework of our project. These
profound desires encapsulate what women
yearn for when they seek to transcend
patriarchal and militarized narratives. Above
all, their narratives are intrinsically rooted
around cultural rights and the desire to live
in peace.



Lusine Kharatyan
Cultural Anthropologist,
Novelist
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In the post-independence era of Armenia, the
dynamics of memory politics have been
intertwined with the perspectives endorsed
by the ruling party or people close to
power at a particular period of time. This
interplay is notably evident in the initial
years following independence, marked by
a concerted effort to distance the nation
from its Soviet legacy and establish the
fundamental underpinnings of a nation-
state. This endeavour was accompanied by
a focus on revitalising themes of national
memory and history. Subsequently, the
emergence of the Karabakh conflict
assumed a central role within the realm
of memory politics, becoming intricately
interwoven with our metanarrative where
the memory of the Genocide prevails. While
refraining from overtly equating Turks
and Azerbaijanis at a political level, the
memory politics, the prevailing narrative
of the Genocide and the looming specter
of ethnic cleansing following the Karabakh
war converge to foster an association that
transcends political delineations.

To enhance the comprehension and analysis of
the politics of memory, one can delve into
its key manifestations. Firstly, the realm
of memory, which involves the tangible
heritage: complexes, monuments, and
related events around which significant
societal recollections have been formed.
Thus, the scrutiny of the content that the
state choses to commemorate is imperative.
The second dimension is the practice of
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nomenclature. This entails deciphering the
rationale behind the naming or renaming of
our settlements, streets, and other entities.
The third facet centres around cultural
heritage, highlighting the instances when
certain elements are elevated to become
an integral part of public memory. Fourthly,
the substantive and procedural aspects of
commemorative days and state-emphasised
holidays within our calendar. And last but
not least, the strategy of forming memory
through history, literature, social studies
and other disciplines. While this list is not
exhaustive, it encompasses the pivotal
influences that mould the landscape of
memory politics.

Before delving into the post-war period, it
is important to discuss some significant
developments in the realm of memory
politics in 2018, following the ascension
of the "Civil Contract” party to power.
First of all, a decision was made to erect a
monument honouring the victims of the
March 1 events. This effort, indicative of a
deliberate expansion of our memoryscape,
involved introducing a new monument to
commemorate those who lost their lives in
the tumultuous civil and political struggles,
as articulated by the "Civil Contract.”
Secondly, the introduction of Citizen's Day
into the calendar, which was itself a novelty:
in our traditional calendar, religious holidays
have long held prominence, often tied to
ethnic and national identities. However,
there was a notable absence of a day
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dedicated to the concept of citizenship.
The inclusion of Citizen's Day represents
the inception of an entirely novel form of
collective memory.

The third shift that emerged post-2018 pertained
to the decentralisation of holidays,
memorial days, and other significant
events. Our local cultural norms were
deeply rooted in a Soviet model of top-
down celebration. However, a palpable
drive for decentralisation has taken hold,
granting districts and communities the
autonomy to shape their celebratory
traditions. In essence, these developments
collectively epitomise a burgeoning wave
of liberalised memory politics, carving
out grassroots memory landscapes that
transcend conventional narratives of military
conquests and nationalistic themes.

Undoubtedly, the second Karabakh war has
left a distinct imprint on the society and
its cultural fabric, as well as the memory
politics. It becomes evident that a
resurgence of previous memory politics is
underway, albeit driven not by top-down
directives but by communal initiatives.
Ranging from grassroots undertakings
to state-level endeavours, a noticeable
expansion of space dedicated to Karabakh
war memory is apparent within the public
sphere. The war's substantial human toll has
spurred numerous local initiatives, resulting
in the installation of monuments, crosses,
khachkars, fountains, and the renaming of
streets - all bottom-up endeavours aimed
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at commemorating the victims and the war
itself. Moreover, the proactive involvement
of civil society activists is palpable,
exemplified by the initiative to rename

the highway leading to Tsitsernakaberd in
commemoration of the Artsakh liberation
war. This act reflects a collective desire
among civically active citizens to augment
the war's presence within our public space
and memory. Most recently, the contentious
unveiling of the "Nemesis" monument,
which has strained relations with Turkey,
has further underscored the intricate
interplay between the Karabakh war's
memory and the historical backdrop of the
early 2oth-century Genocide. The "Nemesis"
monument bridges these two events within
the realm of public perception and memory,
attesting to an unresolved undercurrent of
retribution.

Even amidst the backdrop of war-induced
trauma and ensuing challenges, an
expanded opportunity and space for
cultivating alternative narratives have
emerged. Armenia, characterised by a
considerable degree of freedom of speech,
offers an open platform for diverse topics,
ranging from advocating for war to
championing peaceful resolutions. The
trajectory and the prevalence of these
narratives remain notably unpredictable.

Another significant quandary pertains to the
receptivity towards narratives originating
due to freedom of expression. The war and
its enduring consequences have left our
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society deeply traumatised, with the process
of transitioning away from this collective
mindset taking precedence over the
construction and propagation of alternative
narratives. Additionally, a palpable sense of
fatigue and exhaustion within the society
acts as a deterrent against embarking on
the endeavour of creating and prioritising
new narratives. In the midst of the ongoing
and unresolved conflict, the elusive state

of peace, and the precarious well-being of
Artsakh's inhabitants, the task of creating
and implementing new narratives becomes
incredibly challenging.

Within the context of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict, attempts to utilise cultural
heritage as a tool for peacebuilding or
reconciliation have been notably absent.
For instance, during the 1990s, a period
marked by migrations among Armenian
and Azerbaijani communities, initiatives
and arrangements were undertaken to
take care of each other's graveyards. These
efforts were carried out at the community
level, with Armenians and Azerbaijanis
taking photos of the safeguarded
graveyards and exchanging them as a
gesture of reassurance, demonstrating their
commitment to honouring their promises.
There is the case of certain settlements in
Amasya, where, according to select field
materials in our possession, local authorities
and other people from the community urged
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the Armenian migrants from Javakhk not to
destroy or damage the existing Azerbaijani
graveyards. This example demonstrates an
attempt also on the state level to preserve
cultural heritage. Regrettably, despite these
scattered instances, they have not evolved
into a cohesive program aimed at fostering
peace and reconciliation.

The dynamics surrounding the preservation
or destruction of cultural heritage display
contrasting features in Armenia and
Azerbaijan. A prominent example is the
Nakhijevan Jugha Cemetery, where state-
driven initiatives in Azerbaijan have led to
significant damage. In contrast, Armenia has
not shown similar orchestrated actions at
the state level. A stark difference is evident
here: on one hand, there are instances
where people may resort to acts of
elimination out of anger or desperation. On
the other hand, there are cases where the
state itself takes the initiative to eradicate
cultural heritage deliberately.

The notion that a primal instinct resides within
each individual, triggering violent behavior
when unleashed, is a myth. A human being
does not inherently possess a bestial nature,
and only an exceedingly small fraction of
individuals are truly predisposed to commit
acts of violence and harm. Within this
context, a viable avenue emerges—a sphere
where concerted efforts can be channelled
to safeguard cultural heritage, a shared
endeavour that can serve as a catalyst for
peacebuilding and reconciliation.



Narine Vardanyan

The Head of Leadership
Development at “Teach for
Armenia” Foundation

Owiphul Jwpnubyub
Unweounpnnipjwub
qupqugiwd nklju]up
«Yrwuwywnh'p,
Cwywunwd» Ahdtwnpudnid

40



41



Gu nuwnng tU quwgb] uwhdwuwdtpd LeEpphu
Uwpdhpwnpjnip gjninnud: Unynpk BU Uh
nwnngnu, npuintin Yuwnntph qquih wwlwu
wp: hd undnpbnt tnwphutphu hwdwjupp
pwdywyuwuhU thnppuwgt Ep wpinwgwngh
hEunlwupny, niunighgubph ywywu Yuwp, wjn
hul wwwnswnny, ophuwl, phuvhw nLEh Uh
2wnp wnwnlwutp Gu g6 nunwluwuhpt:
Uwhdwluwdtna gjnin |hubip qqugynid tp U
wnonjw Yjwupnid, U Yppwlwl gnpépupwgnid:
Uju wdtuh ywwndwnUubpp gnigt uh pwuhul
Eu. Upguwifujwl wnwehU ywuntbpwquh
pupwgpnid 2wwn dwnpnhy Ynpgnt| Ehu hptlg
inuEpp nL ywuinbpwquhg hewnn Bpywp
dwdwuwl thnpanwl Ehu JEpwuwugudb) nt
hwnpwhwpt] hEinnbwupltpp, pw)jg 2008-hg
uluwd’ unphg uludtight wywnhy Ynpwingutip
nt nhppwjhu wwppbpwwu pwfunwlubp, W
duwpnyuwug Uh qquih dwup |ptg hwdwjupp:

Uwhdwluwdtpd gjninnid Utup pwqdwiphy
fuinhputiph Uhgny khup wugunid: Epp
Upwyngutp Ehu (hunud, nyuEpu nL quiqu
wuowwinnwd Epu, np hpnBhubn g huku, nt
hh2nnntejntblEpnidu hd nLEnpnpu EpEyNjwu
nwu unynptip Uhawn Unuh (nyuh tnwy kp:
Utn wnintup bwynwd Ep nbwh uwptnp, nbwh
wnppbowlwywu nhpptbpp, nLUtup Unup
dwnnwl Ehup UGpuh utbjwynid, np phpwfunwd
shwyunnudbhup: Gpp hug-np hwunhwnid Ep
Ywd pwlwlyguhu gnpepupwg, Yud hug-np
wnppEowuwywl nnu, gjninnd 22ntyutn
EhU wyunuindnud, np «kuop hwiunhwtint B,
ud «kuop tnnu wi», nLUtUp wipntu ghunkhup,
np YpwytEnt BL, np (nyuEpp tnwiubpnL BL, nt
np wbwp £ nwubkpp gbptyu wuk), np Unuh

42



| went to school in the border village of

Nerkin Karmiraghbyur. The school where

| studied had a significant shortage of
personnel. During my years of study, the
village experienced a notable decline in the
population due to outmigration, which in
turn resulted in a shortage of teachers. As a
consequence, | was unable to study certain
subjects like chemistry and others. Both the
daily routine and the educational process
reflected the distinctive traits commonly
found in a border village. There are probably
a few reasons for this: during the first
Artsakh war, many people had lost their
houses and in the aftermath of the war,
they were focused on recovery and coping
with its consequences but since 2008, active
shootings and periodic clashes resumed,
forcing a significant number of residents to
leave the community.

faced many problems in the border village.
During periods of shootings, the lights and
gas were routinely switched off to minimize
the risk of fires; in my recollections, my
brother and | always had to study by
candlelight at such times. Our house faced
the mountains and the Azerbaijani positions,
S0, to avoid becoming a target, we would
always light the candle in the inner room.

In anticipation of a scheduled meeting

or a negotiation process or some kind of
Azerbaijani celebration in the village, rumors
would inevitably circulate saying things

like "they are meeting today" or "today is

a celebration”, and we already knew that
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there would be shootings and that the lights
would be switched off as a safety measure.
Consequently, we made it a point to
complete our homework in daylight to avoid
the need to rely on candlelight later on. All
this seemed normal to us, and it's only today
that | realize certain things. They would
never shoot on New Year's day, instead both
their side and ours would fire guns into

the air. Tracer bullets were fired to imitate
fireworks.

There were often cases when shootings would
interrupt the learning process. Sometimes,
we had to miss classes for days. Once
they would start shooting, we would seek
refuge in the basement or in the house.
| distinctly recall one particular incident
during our final year of school; it was in the
evening, we were rehearsing our graduation
ceremony and they started firing directly at
the school building. The whole class rushed
to the basement, singing and making jokes
together as we continued rehearsing the
ceremony in the darkness. It was ridiculous:
they were firing at us, while we were singing
and laughing.

The war left a profound psychological impact.
| often found myself contemplating my
identity, my future path and how I could
make a positive difference in my village.
Being a border village, we were classified
as a "suffering” community, and thus, we
would often receive aid in the form of boxes,
put together by children from countries
like Canada for children like us affected by

45



nwuwagpptph tnnbupny: Utup nuypngnd
unynpnid EhUp Unyu nwuwgpptpnd, hug
Splwunid, pwjg hwiwfu nwuwagpptpp sEhu
pwdwywuwgund, ntuinhwywsé Epup (hunw!
2-3 hngny Uh nwuwgppny unynpky: 2zhznd
EU" jnpEnnpn nwiuwinpwund Ehup undnpntd.
UtUp 15 wwltpwn Ehup, ntwjn tnwinh wn
gpwywunipjwUu punwdtup 3 nwuwaghpp, b
ounnutnpu, np 2wwn EhU Yupunpnud Ypenie)niup,
hud hwdwp wjn gpphg guihwu holiwl
pwnwphg:

fuunhp Ep bwb nwuwagnpBph gnwlwph hwngp:
Enp, onhuwy, dunnp nwuwagnptph hwdwp
skp Jswipnud, nwinighsUbpp gwithu Epu nehtug
nwuwpwund hwjinwpwpnud, np wju Yud wiju
wRwyEpwnnh dunnutpp sEU Jswint gnidwipp:
dbpohuu bppbUu Ut pwit Ep Utp dunnutph
hwdwp, nt upwup Wwjdwuwynpdnd Ehu, np
fuwnnnp hwudutnig htwinn Yyswptu: Bu Ynigbh
«udEp» unwitw ng pL thwidhny fjuwnuwhp
Juwd unpwwntunp, wj| inBulk] wyEunwywu
pwnwpwyuwuntejntu b tnbnhu npn2nutp: tu
sEh hwindnud wiju Eplinyeh htw, Bpp dwpnhy
uwwunw Ehu, pE Epp BU ogunteyntu unnwilwnt:
“w, fuunhpp |nwENL thnfuwpBl, Wwpquiwtu
dbnunud Ep hEinlwupubinp: Gu inbuunud th, pb
huswbu Eu Ut hwdwagyninwighubpp funwiwithnud
wiRfuwwntinig b uwwuntd, np hpEug hepnuwgutu:
Ujn wdtup hud pwpnnigwdnpnud En:

hd sUunwdw)ph uwhdwuwdtpd (hukp Utdwwtu
wqanb| b hd Jwuluwghunwlwu ynndunpnadwu
dpw: Bu nignud Eh gpb| pwbwyh, uwhdwuh
nt uwhdwluwjihb hwdwjupubph Jwuhtu b
puwnntgh (nwgpneeiniup, dwulwynpuwbu’
nwqdwlywu [pwgpnieintup: hud hwdwn

46



conflict. There would be pens, toys and
other presents in those boxes. We would
get very excited and of course, | was very
grateful but | wished for my childhood not to
be supported by foreign gifts. Rather | would
have preferred to receive those gifts from
Armenia and for them to be in the form of
textbooks, for example. We studied with the
same textbooks as they did in Yerevan, but
often, there would not be enough textbooks
and we had to share them between 2 or 3
people. | recall being in the 7th grade; there
were 15 students in our class that year and
there were only 3 Literature textbooks
available for the entire class. My parents,
who deeply valued education, managed

to find a textbook for me from the town

of ljevan. Paying for the textbooks posed

an additional challenge. If your parents
hadn't paid for the textbook, the teachers
would have made a point to announce it in
front of the whole class. This put financial
strain on our parents, who would often
have to reach an agreement to pay for the
textbook after selling their grape crop. |
longed for a more substantial approach with
proper state policies and sound decisions
rather than relying on gifts like stuffed
animals or notebooks. Witnessing people
consistently looking forward to receiving

aid was disheartening. The aid provided
mere temporary relief to the consequences
of conflict, without addressing the root
issues. | observed how some fellow villagers
avoided putting in enough effort and instead
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relied on others to idolize them. Witnessing
this dynamic left me feeling conflicted and
burdened with a sense of inadequacy.

The proximity of my village to the border had a
profound impact on my career orientation. |
felt a strong calling to write about the army,
the border region, and the communities
living nearby. Therefore, | chose to pursue
journalism, with a particular focus on
military journalism. However, gaining
admission to university was a challenging
endeavor for me. Unlike many others who
had access to private tutors, | had to rely on
my own determination and efforts. The lack
of resources was evident, especially when it
came to studying the Armenian language.
The decrepit library in our village held only
old books, which no longer adhered to
contemporary linguistic standards.

During my first attempt of gaining admission,

I was unable to secure a free spot due to

my lack of readiness in certain examined
subjects. The main obstacle was my limited
exposure to the media field and its tools, as
we didn't have internet access. Instead, | had
to rely on newspapers and TV to familiarize
myself with media content. However, in my
second attempt | was much more confident
and prepared, so | passed all the exams and
gained admission.

At the university, | often found myself confronted
with the shortcomings of my school
education. | had to compensate for what
I missed at school, making the learning
process more time-consuming and energy-
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intensive for me. Moreover, later on | had

to juggle my studies with work. Prior to

my becoming a student, my father was
involved in viticulture. However, when my
brother and | became students, our family's
vineyards and lands were often the target of
shootings, preventing my parents from doing
their work. | had to juggle both studying

and working to pay for my own tuition. Life
always seemed like a constant battle, pushing
me to explore new opportunities.

When | aspired to become a journalist, | believed
that by sharing stories and experiences, the
world would come to know and support
us. | felt that talking about our war could
bring about change. While I still hold on
to this belief, | also realized my desire to
be more than just a voice for the issues. |
wanted to actively address and resolve the
problem. That's when | made the decision
to join the "Teach For Armenia" project,
aiming to teach and make a difference in
the communities of Armenia and Artsakh,
particularly in the realm of education. My
goal was to contribute positively, bring a
sense of renewal, and address educational
challenges. The April war in 2016 served as
catalyst for my decision to move to Artsakh.

Upon relocating to Vaxazin, one of Qashatagh's
northernmost communities, | took on the
role of teaching Armenian Language and
Literature at the local school. It was an
exceptionally small school, maybe among
the tiniest in the world, with only 11 students
in total. Some classrooms had no students
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at all, while others had just three students
from different grades. This unique situation
led me to face the challenge of teaching
three different materials during a single class
hour, resulting in the pupils receiving only a
third of the necessary material.

To maximize our efforts, we frequently
employed various methods. When
comparing the schools of Karmiragyux
and Vaxazin, | found many similarities.
Textbook shortages were not uncommon
in both places, compelling me to resort
to online versions when physical copies
were unavailable. Moreover, the limited
access to the internet and electricity posed
additional challenges, as these resources
often experienced disruptions and failures.
Whenever | managed to have access, |
would diligently plan for the upcoming
week and download all necessary materials
to cope with the intermittent connectivity.
The children occasionally missed classes
due to their involvement in agricultural
work. | vividly recall one instance when a
student couldn't attend class for several
days because they had to tend to the sheep
flock in the fields. In response, we decided
to bring the classroom to the field, ensuring
they could participate and not fall behind.
The flexibility and open-mindedness of the
school, principal, and teachers in this unique
community made such innovations possible.
After completing my role as a teacher in
Vaghazin in 2019, my journey continued in
August 2020 when | returned to Artsakh,
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this time as a coordinator for Artsakh
teachers. Despite my new responsibilities,
I made a conscious effort to maintain
communication with my former pupils in
Vaghazin and stayed connected with the
community as a whole.

When the war erupted, | found myself in
Stepanakert, no longer a teacher but still
maintaining close communication with
our fellow educators. As of September 27,
the city was already facing direct attacks,
and we sought refuge in the school
basement, accompanied by children and
elderly individuals. Despite the challenging
circumstances of war, life persisted within
the confines of the basement, and we
endeavored to maintain a sense of normalcy.
Even amid the chaos, we strived to uphold
the learning process for the children. In the
midst of ongoing hostilities, we managed
to organize educational activities in the

basement and provided solace to the younger

kids by reading them fairy tales, attempting
to divert their attention from the unsettling
sounds of gunfire and violence.

| remained in Artsakh until the very last teacher,
whom | was coordinating, decided to depart
their community. It was a difficult night
when the last teacher informed us of their
departure and urged us to leave as well.
The children had already been evacuated,
and my presence in the basement seemed
pointless. | felt like an additional burden,
merely adding to the challenges faced by
those still there. Ultimately, | made the
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painful decision to leave Artsakh. However,
even after leaving, the guilt and torment
lingered within me. | still struggle to justify
my departure.

When the blockade [of Artsakh imposed by
Azerbaijan] began, | was in Yerevan to
attend a work-related meeting. However,
going back, upon reaching the town of
Sisian, we were shocked to discover that
the road ahead was closed off. With us
were many kids from Artsakh, who had
traveled to Yerevan for various reasons,
such as participating in Eurovision and
other competitions. There were around 50
kids in total, all waiting together. Initially,
we planned to make our way to Goris and
wait there until the road reopened, but
after 8 months, it became evident that the
blockade would persist for much longer.
Reacting proactively to the situation, we
took charge of organizing the learning
process for the kids who remained in Goris
so that they wouldn't miss out on their
education. This situation didn't last long, as
it became possible to relocate the kids to
Stepanakert with the assistance of the Red
Cross. However, our own ability to travel
to Stepanakert and other areas in Artsakh
became increasingly complicated over time.

Teaching in Artsakh poses immense difficulties
for our teachers. They had to summon the
strength to forget about being under the
blockade and ensure that hopelessness, fear,
and depression never surfaced in front of
the students. Winter brought its own set
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of challenges, with power outages making
it impossible for kids to attend school.
Undeterred, teachers would gather the
students in small groups and teach them
near stoves in their homes. Despite the
lack of formal settings, the teachers were
dedicated to providing the best education
possible under such trying circumstances.

The uncertainty surrounding the current
situation in Artsakh has left me unsure
about the possibility of continuing my work
there. As the 2-year program nears its
end, the inability to travel to Artsakh from
Armenia this year has become a significant
hurdle. Unfortunately, it's not within my
control, as we still don't know when the
Lachin corridor will open and if reaching
Artsakh will be possible.

Conflicting sentiments now prevail among the
students. Some feel disheartened, believing
that their previous efforts in studying were
futile since war still happened, leaving them
feeling powerless to make a difference. On
the other hand, another group of students
remains determined to overcome the
war and believes that studying and self-
improvement are essential for building a
better society. Interestingly, the wave of
disappointment is more often observed
among adults, while children exhibit a
remarkable level of optimism and positivity.
They firmly believe that excelling in their
studies can contribute to the effort of
overcoming the war.



Serine Avetisyan
Education Expert

Ukphuk Ujtmhujui
Uppnipjud thnpdwgbn
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It's hard to tell whether our post war
educational system is resilient or not.
Armenia ranked well worldwide in terms
of how quickly and effectively the state
addressed the challenge of organising
education during Covid-19. However, this is
solely a quantitative assessment and refers
to the logistics of education. Perhaps the
transition to zoom occurred quickly and
teachers were respectively trained etc.,
but it is difficult to assess to what extent
students engaged in the learning process
or how well they mastered the learning
material. A qualitative assessment requires
time and material resources. The same
applies in case of war: even if the teaching
logistics for children, who moved from
Artsakh to Armenia, was properly taken care
of there is need for in-depth research to find
out how much children were able to retain
the material, given their dire psychological
state.

There are many cyclical issues in Armenia’s
educational system: these are
interconnected and influence one another.
Solving one issue doesn't imply reforming
the entire system. It is a continuously
improving process. These problems existed
before the war and they remain relevant
after the war.

The primary issue is the lack of quality
education. | associate the latter with two
main factors: first and foremost, capable
teachers. Unfortunately, very often people
who are not able to get into their preferred
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academic programs at, say, Yerevan State
University, end up enrolling at the State
Pedagogical University, that is, from the
beginning, many of these people have no
intention of becoming teachers. Some of
them don't return to their home town or
village, while those who are unable to stay in
the capital due to socio-economic issues, are
forced to return and work at local schools
without any motivation. Because of this,

the quality of education often suffers. The
other factor is practical education. For more
than 30 years, we have been accustomed

to theoretical education: | am referring to
both schools and universities. Experimental
part of social and natural sciences subjects
is insufficient: we provide students with

few opportunities to read, create, formulate
their own opinions, analyse, and apply the
textbook material in practice.

The state addresses these problems in two
main ways: firstly, it allows teachers to pass
voluntary certification every year, which
tests their professional (non-pedagogical)
knowledge. Provided they receive enough
points, the state reviews their current
salary. This, basically, solves the problem
of remuneration. The low salary is one of
the main reasons for the lack of motivation
among teachers. The certification program
has been tested for two years: even though
there are complaints about the process
(e.g. the poor quality of tests, corruption
risks, etc), many teachers have applied,
and | know that there are people who
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receive higher salaries as a result of passing
the certification. In addition to this, the
government fundamentally renovates
schools or builds new ones either through
partial or complete state funding, as well as
tries to solve water accessibility issues in the
buildings.

To address the problem concerning theoretical
education, the government has reviewed
the State standards of general education.
This document sets out the principles, which
in turn define standards, final outcomes,
syllabi and timetables of school subjects.
There are two requirements underlying
the policy of reviewing state standards.

A goal has been set to connect subjects
with real life as much as possible so that
the learner can understand the practical
value of acquired knowledge. The other
important requirement is the unloading of
syllabi, which implies elimination of certain
topics and reduction of requirements

at the outcome level. This also aims to
allow learners to devote more time to
experimentation.

Besides quality education, | have to emphasise
the importance of accessibility in education.
From a legal point of view, Armenia
switched to the universal design for learning
which implies inclusivity in a broader sense.
That is, the target is not only children
with limited abilities but also those with
exceptional abilities, representatives of
different social groups, those living in areas
near the border, etc. It is again difficult
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to assess how well this model works in
practice. From the organisational point

of view, several agents participate in the
process. Besides the ministry of education,
regional and municipal governments

play a big role because they are the ones
documenting children’s needs and the types
of available support. Here, of course, the
risk of subjective assessment may arise: in
one region, the head of local government
may decide that the child in question needs
a certain type of support, while in another
community, a child with the same needs
may not receive that assistance.

Parental behaviour is another problem: in many
cases, parents themselves contribute to
child’s exclusion from general education,
forcing them to work and engage in various
agricultural occupations. No serious steps
have been taken in this regard. In the case
of ethnic minorities, take the example of the
yazidi community, the rate of girls’ exclusion
from general education is very high, even
though such cases are often covered up: the
certificates of completion are formally issued
and the absences are not reported. When
the state tries to intervene, they raise the
argument that the state is interfering with
their cultural life and violating their cultural
rights as ethnic minorities. To this day, the
state has tried to come to terms with the
situation and refrain from interfering, even
though, in my opinion, much more drastic
measures should be taken to protect and
realise the girls’ right to education.
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Despite the existing problems, in general,
women'’s participation in the educational
process is much higher. This has to do with
several factors: firstly, women are freer to
continue their education, while men are
constrained by the mandatory military
enlistment. The other factor is a social one:
in our society, the burden of sustaining
one’s family often falls on the shoulders of
men and the latter often resort to working
abroad because, firstly, this is an example
they have been served since childhood
and secondly, it is a faster way of earning
money. Meanwhile, higher education implies
a greater investment in terms of time and
finances. In my opinion, this is the reason
why girls are more motivated to study than
boys at school. This is of course a subjective
conclusion.

Currently, | am involved in a project, where we
develop teaching manuals on peacebuilding
education and train teachers with them.
The purpose of developing these manuals
is to address the topic of peace. The new
standard for the social science subject covers
the topic of conflict, while leaving out peace.
The standard also covers the topic of culture,
public policy, and international relations.
The manuals touch upon all these topics,
with peace as a central theme in each one
of them. For example, when we talk about
cultural heritage, we discuss how culture
can become a tool for conflict resolution or
for establishing peace between two parties.
The response of trainee teachers to the
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manuals is very interesting. In our society,
the concept of peace is very politicised

and it is mostly associated with giving up
Artsakh. This made our job difficult from
the beginning. However, when we define
"peace" together with the teachers, the job
becomes easier, and people are satisfied
and even impressed, often giving feedback
about how the manual has worked at their
schools. 80% of teachers who participated
in our training were women, who, when
talking about the UN agenda of "Women,
peace and security", often stress that
women are more inclined to peaceful
resolution of any conflict, while men are
more impetuous. The point of view is often
raised that even in families, women are the
mediators and that women will be the ones
bringing peace.



Narine Vardanyan
Head of Education
Quality Assurance at the
International Scientific
and Educational Center,
National Academy

of Sciences (Ph.D. in
Philology)
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Since the days of Independence, science has
not received the level of respect it deserves,
which has consequently led to a lack of
proper appreciation for the role of scientists.
I vividly recall the 9os and early 2000s
when, if you asked a child what they aspired
to become when grown up, the majority
would respond "an MP", "a minister" or "a
businessman." In contrast, during the Soviet
era, there was a genuine value placed on
knowledge-based production and economy.
In the post-Soviet period, though, academia
sadly witnessed a decline, and many
talented individuals were compelled to leave
scientific pursuits in order to make ends
meet.

Amid the backdrop of war and post-war
challenges, the field of science has
unfortunately been pushed into the
background, lacking adequate funding and
support from the state. Consequently, the
allure of pursuing a career in science has
diminished, particularly for young individuals,
as it fails to promise the assurance of a
stable and economically secure path. Only
in recent years, the state has taken steps
to revive and advance various scientific
fields through dedicated projects. However,
due to lingering challenges, this process
may require considerable time and effort.
The State Science Committee has already
implemented a well-developed grant policy,
which, in my view, stands as one of the
most remarkable manifestations of the
advancements in the field of science in
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recent years. These grants aim to establish
new labs, promote young scientists and
PhD candidates, as well as attract foreign
talent. As a result, the scientific world now
offers numerous opportunities for young
individuals to earn a sufficient income and
build a promising career.

In the past, the prevailing state approach was
"we will finance you if you deliver a scientific
product.”" However, creating a meaningful
scientific product involves a lengthy process
of experimentation, data analysis, and
presentation, often taking months or years
to complete. During the Soviet period, the
products were carefully evaluated by higher
authorities and then sold to other countries
at set rules and prices. The scientific
community of independent Armenia
encountered a significant challenge as there
were no dedicated professionals involved
in commercialization efforts. Consequently,
scientists struggled for an extended
period to publicize their innovations and
bring them to the market. Nonetheless,
there have been positive developments
as scientists are being trained in how to
effectively present their products and cater
to market needs. An excellent example of
this progress emerged during the COVID
pandemic, where scientists at the Molecular
Biology Institute in Armenia successfully
created COVID diagnostic tests and handed
them over to the state. This was one of the
best examples of state-scientific community
collaboration, underscoring the crucial
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importance of placing trust in the expertise
of our scientists.

The distinction between the academic
community and the university is notable,
particularly in terms of the environment
and equal opportunities. During my time
in the university, | encountered "ageism"
very often. However, as | progressed into a
PhD candidate, | experienced a significant
shift. Here, | realized that | was no longer
under anyone's controlling hand. Instead,
my mentors provided me with the necessary
literature and guided me on which
laboratories to collaborate with and which
directions to explore. This environment
fosters a sense of liberation, yet it also
comes with a sense of responsibility.

As a woman stepping into the realm of science,
| haven't encountered any gender-based
discrimination. However, | acknowledge that
significant challenges do arise for women
due to their traditional roles as mothers.
When a woman becomes a mother,
regardless of her career achievements, she
often sets aside her professional pursuits to
focus on raising her child. When it comes
to traditional roles, men also face obstacles
in the field of science, as it is typically
characterized with low paid jobs; meanwhile
our societal norms often place the burden of
sustaining a family on men's shoulders.

The field of science is facing its share of
problems and challenges as it strives to
recover. Unfortunately, the impact of
the recent war and post-war events has
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somewhat hindered progress in various
aspects of life, including science. The war
of 2020 has left a sense of anesthesia in
society, making it challenging to break free
from apathy. Nevertheless, life continues,
and it is essential for each of us, in our
respective roles, to offer support and
contribute positively to the development
of the state. | firmly believe that the key
to overcoming challenges lies in each
individual's commitment to excel in their
responsibilities and diligently fulfill their
roles.



Nairi Khatchadourian

Art Historian, Curator,
Founding Director of “AHA
Collective”
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War profoundly alters the trajectory of art
and culture, giving rise to a multitude of
issues and trials. It paralyses infrastructure,
obstructs connections with the public,
and disrupts or even destroys local
artistic landscapes due to displacements.
To emancipate art from the clutches
of dominating militarism, artists must
internalise that "freedom must transmute
into responsibility,” as aptly stated by David
Kochunts, a 2020 Artsakh war veteran
and artist. Artists bear the responsibility of
portraying the topsy-turvy reality, leveraging
their unique language and courage.

In a wartime context, the artist, along with
art and culture, assumes the crucial role
of restoring equilibrium to society. This is
accomplished through a process of inquiry,
manifestation, and metamorphosis, wherein
the horrors of war are brought to the fore,
uniting individuals around values that can
proffer alternative paths for emerging from
the abyss, talking about the trauma and
rethinking life anew. Arts and culture infuse
vitality, and it becomes imperative for all
to embrace responsibility and compassion
towards these cherished values and those
who foster them. The latter play a vital
role in helping the public comprehend and
navigate through life's unfolding events.

Functioning as both a sensitive and analytical
trailblazer, the artist possesses the capacity
to express and discharge the tensions of
anxious society, thereby fostering a secure
platform for dialogue. In an environment
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rich with artistic activity, art further
assumes the role of a diplomatic "soft
power," echoing the nation's voice within
the international arena.

To fulfill their pivotal role, artists must
operate within a conducive framework of
infrastructure and work environment. In
the absence of these preconditions, artists
react to wartime tensions in rather extreme
fashion: a profound silence stemming
from heavy contemplation and emotion,
or a cacophonous eruption triggered by
emotional outpouring. Museumes, scientific
and educational institutions, and individual
curators wield significant influence in
preventing these extreme responses.
Their task lies in fostering an enabling
environment where artists and cultural
luminaries can engage with the prevailing
circumstances through audacious, probing,
and compassionate approaches.

Regrettably, during the 2020 Artsakh war, such
responses were sparse. Several individual
art endeavours emerged to engage with
borderline communities affected by the
catastrophe. Nevertheless, the majority of
these initiatives have remained isolated
efforts, characterised by their ephemeral
nature and misalignment with overarching
state policies. To catalyse meaningful
discourse, all stakeholders in the field must
partake in a concerted effort — involving
expert dialogues, media resonance, public
educational endeavours, and state-endorsed
care and support. Without this multi-
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dimensional involvement, art remains barred
from entering the public domain, asserting
itself on global platforms, and forging
alternative pathways.

The urgency lies in meticulously orchestrating
and executing art initiatives in tandem with
state entities, under a cohesive and long-
term strategy, tailored to assist vulnerable
communities. While the state possesses
the requisite resources, the challenge lies
in their strategic and judicious deployment.
The time has come for these institutions
and experts to step forth with responsibility,
unfurling platforms steeped in civic and
national principles. This concerted effort
shall enable artists and cultural stalwarts to
engage diverse strata of the public, fostering
dialogues on prevailing challenges and
potential avenues of their resolution.

In the present dire circumstances, with Artsakh
enduring over seven months of siege,
standing perilously close to genocide,
both state cultural institutions and the
independent art community have failed to
take comprehensive and distinct measures
in support of the vulnerable Artsakh
Armenian community. The inability to
establish physical contact with Artsakh
Armenians necessitates the exploration
and implementation of fresh formats.
These must ensure participation in digital
art projects, the creation of alternative
performance avenues, and the utilisation
of artistic language to address the Artsakh
blockade on international platforms.
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Our silence leaves us bereft of the right
to demand anything from the global
community.

The second Artsakh war has underscored
critical fissures in our state's cultural
policy and exposed strategic uncertainties.
A preeminent and glaring concern has
been the absence of comprehensive
documentation and cataloguing of our
cultural heritage. Had Artsakh's cultural
heritage been fully documented prior to
the war, encompassing comprehensive
data on archaeological sites, monuments,
museums, and artists, various disjointed
entities—ranging from governmental bodies
to professional and even amateur/volunteer
groups—would not have engaged in
compiling databases and sharing them with
international entities and media outlets in
an incoherent manner. Pertinent state and
affiliated bodies should have systematically
safeguarded our cultural heritage,
orchestrating collaborative efforts with the
international community.

In the aftermath of the 2020 war, university-
affiliated and scientific-educational
initiatives yielded monitoring platforms
that track the current state and changes
in Artsakh's cultural heritage. These
tools and research findings ought to
be wholeheartedly embraced by state
entities, who are to use them as empirical
substantiation for their interactions with
international organisations. Concurrently,
they should serve as instruments of
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awareness, shedding light on the jeopardy
our national treasures face, raising
awareness transnationally (Armenia and
Diaspora alike), and deepening the latter's
collective sense of belonging.

Following the war, several Diaspora
organisations provided funds to publish
research and books detailing the history
and culture of Artsakh. Both Armenian
and foreign researchers undertook similar
initiatives with their own resources.
Nonetheless, the Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport should
orchestrate a "networked" scheme of these
individual endeavours, amplifying their
impact and thwarting wide scale attempts
by neighbouring states to falsify and rewrite
history.

The safeguarding of art and cultural heritage
necessitates compassionate and
collaborative efforts among government
bodies, international organisations,
museums, educational institutions, scholars,
artists, and local communities. This
responsibility should be collectively shared,
and fostering communal consciousness
and concerted action is imperative to
conserve our artistic and historical legacy.
It is incumbent upon these stakeholders
to cultivate a dynamic public discourse
about the perils at hand and provide the
tools necessary to steer the preservation
of our national heritage, both past and
present. A pressing and attainable approach
(given the advent of the IT realm) lies in
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documentation, digitization, and archiving.
Subsequently, each institution must
establish a collection management system
to prudently oversee its holdings, facilitating
accurate data for potential responses during
periods of peril. This strategy aims to ensure
collection safety, thwart art and heritage
plundering, and avert destruction. Elevating
education and public awareness can nurture
a sense of duty and ownership, nurturing
reverence for art and history.

For sustained vigilance, the state should offer
secure shelters and transport mechanisms
for artworks and heritage pieces.
Collaborative efforts with target institutions
are vital to position these artefacts away
from conflict zones, safeguarding them from
harm and theft during wartime. Managed
by skilled professionals, the internal security
apparatus must be prepared to protect
these assets in times of crisis, collaborating
closely with international organisations.

In parallel with research, monitoring, and
dissemination of information regarding
standing, jeopardised, or decimated
heritage, a paramount focus of state policy
should be on nurturing contemporary
artists. These creators, who are currently
shaping intellectual expressions concerning
unfolding events, will undoubtedly form an
indispensable part of our nation's heritage
in the future. Moreover, they will serve as
a conduit for engaging and negotiating
with the global community. There exists
a need to produce contemporary content
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on an industrial scale. The state ought to
be the steward of yesterday's, today's, and
tomorrow's heritage, assuming the mantle
of shaping future perspectives.



Tamar Shirinian
Cultural Anthropologist,
Researcher of Feminist
and Queer Theories
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War inevitably increases the fragility of life.
While men face a higher risk of death being
on the front line, women's vulnerability is
defined by the responsibility to carry the
burden of life. They must navigate work,
provide for their children, take them to
school, maintain their daily routines, and
safeguard their well-being. In the context
of war, the potential for violence expands
beyond the battlefield and reaches homes.
A man, who is either afraid to engage in war
or has directly experienced it, brings back an
elevated tendency for violence, which can
manifest anywhere.

Armenia is a predominantly masculine space.
While women recognize this pattern, they
do not problematize it. From a woman's
perspective, her role primarily revolves
around providing support and service to her
husband, father and son. Women tend to
perceive themselves as insignificant actors,
particularly in the public domain. In order
to analyze the situation, we should first
of all understand and define militarism. It
is when the army becomes the primary
institution in the given context. This applies
to Armenia as well, particularly in the
post-war reality. In a militarized society life
becomes highly constrained, with intense
levels of surveillance. Prior to the war,
people in Armenia were scrutinizing and
validating each other's lifestyle, based on
various aspects, ranging from hairstyle,
sitting posture, smoking habits, clothing
choices, tattoos to sexual orientation. Now,
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this whole scrutiny has become even more
strict. Women are particularly vulnerable
to this surveillance as they are already
under the constant gaze of society. In/for
the militarized society women'’s value is
often diminished as she is not considered

a soldier. Especially in the aftermath of the
second Karabakh war, the belief that boys
and men hold greater importance in the
realms of home, family, and country has
been reinforced. Armenia faces the issue

of gender-based abortion, and even if the
statistics may not currently reflect it, as a
researcher, | can predict that the issue will
become more apparent in the near future. In
a militarized society the main role assigned
to women is often limited to "producing"
soldiers. Through her body, she "makes" a
soldier for the nation, who is then sent off
to war, potentially facing death. Meanwhile,
the woman is left with the title of "Hero's
Mother."A woman cannot be considered

a hero - moreover, she will be labeled as

a traitor - if she fights against the war, if
she does not let her son join the army, and
eventually die. Even the mothers who have
questions, who try to understand what
happened to their sons in the army, cannot
be regarded as heroes. Emotionally this

is very difficult and challenging, even for

a nationalist and militarized woman who
sends her son to a place from which he may
never return. Militarization has redefined
reproduction, turning it into a factory of
death in public perception.
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There is increasing pressure on women in the
context of social reproduction as well.
According to theory, women’s work and
activities are deemed socially significant
to such an extent that if a woman stops
fulfilling those responsibilities, social life itself
would be disrupted. It is through a woman's
body that life is brought into existence, and
her role in shaping individuals ultimately
contributes to the formation of the world
itself. It is the woman who makes life,
nurtures it, and ensures its survival through
her care and dedication. Society highly
values women's unwavering devotion,
selflessness, and tendency to prioritize the
needs of others, often at the expense of
her own well-being. Otherwise, if a woman
values herself, she can say "no" or express
her preferences, which will complicate and
challenge the process of reproduction. Could
you imagine the panic in this small nation,
especially after the war, if women were to
declare they would not do it? In a militarized
culture, it is important that women do
not perceive themselves as individuals, but
rather are convinced that they have no
other choice. For society to persistently
consume life, it is essential that women
continue the ceaseless cycle of reproduction.
When women say no and deviate from what
is considered "mandatory," their role, from a
political perspective, is to deliberately violate
and defy established norms. This is a very
vulnerable situation, especially in the war
and post-war periods.
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A woman has no right to think about her desires,

life and self-care. She should stay at home,
"produce” a soldier and take care of her
husband, because these are important for
society, army and country. Society does not
need women's desire or sexuality. Sex, sexual
relations and desires should solely serve the
purpose of "producing" a soldier. Any other
form of desire is considered a "crime" or
“threat to the nation". Discourses about the
nation are understandable, but if we delve
into what the nation really is, we will realize
that it is a very complex and dangerous
idea, often entangled with significant

levels of violence. During times of war, the
significance of the nation intensifies, and
feminists or non-heteronormative women
are perceived as threats to the nation.
Certainly, they do pose risks to the concept
of the nation, and | believe this is a good
thing. The woman who dares to say "no"
desires to enact change, while the nation'’s
priority is to resist change.

can refer to different rights in the context
of these problems, but in general, this

is violence against women. War and
militarization have brought us to a crisis.
The term "crisis," derived from Greek, means
a crossroad where divergent paths are
available. A crisis represents a necessity to
make a decision, no matter what path it
would take. This crisis can open up new
possibilities providing space to reexamine
gender and sexual matters. If we fail to seize
this opportunity at present, it may not arise
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again for many years, resulting in further
narrowing of the already limited scope of
the discussion. What can a woman with

a non-heteronormative gender identity
do? She can rebel. Resisting in these highly
vulnerable situations does not necessarily
entail taking to streets and shouting
slogans: it can be achieved through the act
of living itself.

As a feminist, | find the discourse on gender
equality very problematic. Feminism aims to
entirely transform the existing conditions,
rather than solely seeking equality. In
countries where women are involved in
military service, the issue of sexism has not
been resolved; rather, it has become more
intricate. Women in the army often endure
physical abuse and violence. A different
legislation (not the civil law) regulates
military activities, and men hold the majority
of influential positions. Fair decisions or
verdicts are rare; many cases do not even
reach the court, as some victims choose not
to report due to concerns of safety. We must
understand that it is very hard for women,
serving in the army.

We must not simply aspire for women to
be equal to men, as it is to assume that
our world would be ideal if women just
resembled men. Men should not hold
the positions they currently have, those
positions should not exist in the first place.
The notion of having an army, and women's
involvement in it, needs to be questioned.

If we talk about equality, then men can
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envision themselves not being part of the
army just like women. | recall discussions
from a few years ago, suggesting that
greater visibility of gay individuals in the
military could be achieved by their increase
in number in the army. This is also very
problematic for the same reasons: why
should gays be equal to others in this

way? In this manner, we reproduce a very
dangerous world. If we genuinely aspire
for equality, not only between women and
men, but also among classes, nations, and
countries, we must fundamentally transform
the existing structures and imagine a
completely different world. True equality
cannot be achieved by consistently placing
vulnerable groups in dangerous spaces and
labeling it as equality.

Prior to September 2022, when Azerbaijani
troops entered Armenia, | advocated for
ending the war, returning the lands, and
shifting the focus from fighting over land
ownership to fostering peaceful coexistence
among the people. In light of the September
events, | can not imagine Armenia without
an army. It is incredibly alarming for me to
think that Armenia cannot survive without
an army. Imagine what it feels like to be
against war, army and militarism, and
yet understand that at this point in time
Armenia cannot exist without an army.

To overcome war and militarism we need a peace
movement, and that movement should start
together with Azerbaijanis. The dialogue
should occur in a more fundamental and
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comprehensive manner, rather than being
held by European facilitation in closed halls
of third countries. Perhaps we should engage
with Azerbaijanis who express anti-war
sentiments, initiate conversations with them,
share and disseminate our ideas, and broaden
the discourse on peace within both societies.
After the war, | realized that | had met an
Azerbaijani only once. | was very anxious and
didn't even try to get to know them. That

is not the right approach, because knowing
each other is the path to peace. A genuine
dialogue cannot occur when someone from
outside dictates the terms, sets the agenda,
and decides on the timing of the discussion.

| am referring to real dialogue, real people,
and not politicians, NGO representatives or
various experts who for a long time already
have been living in a different reality. The
participation of ordinary people and their
genuine emotions are vital for fostering
authentic dialogue. The dialogue should be
heart-to-heart and evoke strong emotions. It
is only through very intimate conversations
that a person’'s mind and heart begin to
change. People must open their hearts to
each other, and this cannot happen around a
conference table. Authentic dialogue thrives
in intimate spaces and revolves around
personal conversations, and women can play
a pivotal role in facilitating and contributing
to this. The intimate space, often associated
with femininity, is where genuine life
experiences unfold.



Chunwqghp
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A year ago, as Armenia and the region
grappled with the aftermath of conflict
and war, our team at the Cultural and
Social Narratives Lab embarked on the
"ZINEadadar" (translated from Armenian
as "ceasefire") project. This initiative was
a profound exploration of the Armenian
word for "ceasefire," a term evoking both
positive and uncertain emotions within
Armenian society. Simultaneously, it sought
to transform a traumatic experience into a
creative documentary.

The aftermath of war was marred by intricate
political, economic, and humanitarian
crises, extending not only across Armenia
and Nagorno Karabakh, but also affecting
countries like Ukraine, Belarus, Georgia,
Moldova, and beyond. In this climate
of fear and uncertainty, "ZINEadadar"
emerged as a space for solace, defiance and
documentation of women'’s experiences.

The motivation for amplifying women's voices
amid the backdrop of war and conflict stems
from the tendency for these accounts to
be overshadowed by more overarching
narratives. We hold a firm conviction that
comprehending the societal impact of
war and conflict necessitates a thorough
examination of women's presence or
absence, as well as the roles attributed
to them in the post-war milieu. Through
"ZINEadadar" we established conduits that
connected mainstream and marginalized
discourses, fostering a culture of dialogue and
rendering women's experiences both visible
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and valued. Drawing inspiration from the
narratives of women across various countries
in the region, our aim was to intricately
thread together a comprehensive testimony.
This testimony would not only confront
imposed national boundaries and transcend
political motivations and geographical
barriers but would also authentically capture
the daily struggles of women for lives of
dignity and peace. Guided by universal
compassion and empathy, we aimed to reveal
that the challenges women encounter amidst
conflict and war are frequently akin to the
experiences of their counterparts in different
regions. Over these months, our illustrated
zines and podcasts transcended numerous
borders, traversing from Armenia to Artsakh/
Nagorno-Karabakh, Ukraine, Georgia, Poland,
Germany, Denmark, Canada, and beyond.

In doing so, they functioned as a platform
fostering unity, mutual comprehension,

and solidarity among women impacted by
conflicts and wars.

"ZINEadadar" is one of the many projects
undertaken by the "Cultural and Social
Narratives Lab," which strives for peaceful
conflict resolution, the cultivation of
cultural dialogues, the advancement of
gender studies, and the facilitation of public
discourse concerning cultural rights.

As we wrap up this project, we extend our
profound gratitude to those who have
been instrumental in its realization. Our
gratitude resonates with the women
who entrusted us with narratives of their
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arduous, traumatic, yet transformative

and rejuvenating experiences. Our thanks
go to the experts who played a vital role

in rendering the scholarly discussion on
women's experiences within conflict and
war more accessible to the broader public.
We express our gratitude to the visual
artists and illustrators whose creativity
infused our publications and podcasts with
fresh sensory and symbolic dimensions.
Heartfelt thanks go out to those who
wholeheartedly supported our creative team
with their ceaseless efforts. We also extend
our appreciation to individuals worldwide
who embraced our zines and podcasts,
generously sharing their feedback. A special
acknowledgment is reserved for the The
Canada Fund for Local Initiatives whose
backing transformed the "ZINEadadar"
project from a vision into a reality.

As we transition into the phase of conceptualizing
and executing new ventures, we hold a
strong optimism that the materials born
from the "ZINEadadar" project will serve as a
source of strength for women impacted by
conflicts and wars across diverse regions, and
will foster problematisation, (re)evaluation,
and (re)configuration of societal value
systems and priorities, encouraging decision-
making entities and structures to cultivate
more gender-sensitive policies. Ultimately,
we envision these efforts contributing to
conflict resolution, dialogue promotion, and
the cultivation of lasting peace within the
region.






